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February 2018 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Enclosed with this letter is a copy of your child’s progress report. As ever, if you would like to discuss your child’s progress, 
attainment or pastoral issues further, then please do email your child’s tutor for Seniors, or class teacher for Infants. The 
email address for Senior tutors and Primary classes teachers can be found on the school at these links: 
 
www.mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk/Senior_Home/Senior_MeetTheStaff 
www.mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk/infants/meet-the-staff  
 
'Preparation for Learning' 
 
The Prep newsletters for year 7 and 8 are enclosed with this posting.  They can also be accessed by using the following 
link: www.mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk/Senior_Home/Senior_Homework 
 
Family Learning Week – March 2018 
 
The Primary section is holding the second Family Learning Week of the year in the week beginning 12th March.  In Family 
Learning Week, parents are invited into the classrooms to work alongside their children so that they understand how 
things are taught in school and how they can help at home.  The provisional programme for Family Learning Week is 
shown below: 
 

Time Monday 12th 
March 

Tuesday 13th 
March 

Wednesday 14th 
March  

Thursday 15th 
March 

Friday 16th 
March 

9.00am – 
10.00am 

Year R English  Year 1 Maths Year 3 English 
Year R Maths 

Year 2 Maths 

10.50am  – 
11.50am 

Year 2 English Year 1 Phonics 
and English 

Year 3 Maths   

1.30pm – 
2.30pm 

Year 3  Topic  Year R Phonics Year 2 Topic Year 1 Topic  

  
The booking system for places in these sessions will open when we return after the half-term holidays. 
 
Sport Relief and Defibrillator Appeal 
 
We have already raised a lot of money for charities this year with successful events being held for Children in Need, the 
Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children and the NSPCC Number Day. 
 
The Primary section is organising a sponsored walk or run on the afternoon of Friday 23rd March in support of Sport Relief 
and our own school based initiative which is aiming to raise enough money to buy a defibrillator to be kept in school. 
 
Reporting on Progress 
Each half term we will send either an ‘academic’ or ‘pastoral’ report. For this half term we are sending ‘academic’ reports 
for years 8 and 11 and ‘pastoral’ reports for years 7, 9 and 10. The content of these reports is explained below. If you 
have any questions, please email your child’s tutor using the link above. 
 
 
 
 

www.mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk/Senior_Home/Senior_Homework


Academic report (Year 11)  
As you will be aware, old style GCSE grades (A*-G) are being phased out in favour of numeric grading’s (9-1).  The current 
Year 11 are the last cohort to complete some old style GCSEs in their subjects and most of their exams will be graded 9-
1.   
 
These new grades are designed to be more challenging, in line with the government and schools vision for all pupils 
achieving to the best of their ability.  The current ‘good’ pass, grades ‘C’ and above, will be replaced with the new standard 
which is a ‘standard pass’ of Grade 4 and above or a ‘strong pass’ at Grade 5 and above.  A GCSE Grade 5 is considered a 
‘strong’ pass, while a Grade 4 is a ‘standard’ pass. 
 
For students in Year 11, we recognise that it is important that pupils, teachers and home all understand exactly where 
they are.  For this reason, we add extra information to their grade to show how secure they are at that level.  A summary 
of this is below: 
 

Legacy 
GCSE  

New 
GCSE  

Description Example 

X1 XA A pupil is secure at this grade.  They need no intervention to 
achieve it providing they revise and work hard in lessons.  They 
should aim to work for the grade above. 

C1 in Resistant Materials 
4A in Maths 

X2 XB A pupil is working at this grade but will require some support and 
intervention to secure it.  If they revise and work in lessons, as well 
as engaging with the support offered, they should achieve this 
grade. 

B2 in Leisure and Tourism 
5B in English 

X3 XC A pupil is not secure at this grade and will require significant 
support to achieve it.  They will need to prioritise revision in this 
subject and work very hard in lessons.  They will receive extra 
support and help. 

A3 in Business Studies 
6C in History 

 
Academic report (Year 8)  
Pupils in Year 8, will receive a ‘RAG’ grade to show how likely it is that they will meet their end of year expectation.  Pupils 
who have a RAG of Red or Amber will be receiving personalised interventions to support them in order to reach their 
target.  Pupils who are Green are working well and on track. 
 
Pastoral Reports (Years 7, 9 and 10): 
In order to keep you informed and ensure you get a good picture of your child’s progress, we will send home Pastoral 
reports in lieu of academic reports.  These reports will summarise the following information:  

 Attendance data; 

 Achievement points breakdown; 

 Behaviour points breakdown; 

 Presentation of work, Behaviour for learning and Homework (using the 1-4 grades); 

 Reading information (Year 7 and 8). 
 
These reports will allow you to understand how your child is behaving, being rewarded and keep track of their work in 
lessons.  We are sure you and your child will find these reports useful. If you have any feedback  or queries please email 
Mrs Gayle Head, Assistant Head teacher, at head@mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk.  
 
Options 
Pupils in year 8 and 9 will be asked to make choices about the subjects they take next year. 
 
Year 8:  In addition to the core subjects of English, Maths, Science, PE and PSHE, all year 8 pupils will be selecting 5 option 
subjects to take into year 9. To support your child with the option process your child will have been involved in a careers 
workshop and receive a series of assemblies aimed at letting them know how the option process works and information 
about each subject.  Your child will receive an option booklet containing information about each of the courses on offer.  
Please take the time to discuss these options with your child as they will determine the subjects your child can then 
continue to exams in year 11. The option form will be available during parents evening on Thursday 22nd February. The 
deadline for return is Tuesday 13th March. 

mailto:head@mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk


Year 9: Of the 5 options your child is currently studying they will need to select 3 to take through to exam in year 11. To 
help them make an informed decision, information about each of the option courses will be available on the school 
website.  The option form will be available during Parents Evening on Thursday 19th April. The deadline for return is 
Thursday 26th April. 
 
English Baccalaureate Subjects: There are key academic subjects that make up the EBacc and are most regularly asked 
for by college and university courses.  This is worth bearing in mind when your child is deciding which GCSEs to take. 
Pupils do not need to have studied all of these to go to university, but having their GCSE mix steered towards EBacc 
subjects will help keep their future options open. If achieving the EBacc is of interest to your child, then they will need to 
study either geography or history and at least one language. 
 
Exam Invigilator Vacancies 
 
We have some vacancies within our Exam Invigilation Team for this Summer with flexible hours available.  Please see our 
website or email Helen Patis, Examination Officer on Patis@mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk for further details. 
 
Year 11 final preparations 
 
As we continue to build up to the final GCSE exams in May/June we have a number of events and initiatives to support 
both you and your child: 
 
Parents Evening (Thursday 22nd March, 4pm-7pm) 
This will be your final chance to meet with your child’s subject teachers (for all subjects) and discuss their progress and 
recent mock exam performance. Appointments for this evening can be made using the following link: 
https://mayfieldschool.parentseveningsystem.co.uk/ on our website. 
 

Easter Revision Sessions (Tuesday 3rd April - Friday 13th April) 
Some subjects will be providing (voluntary) revision sessions for pupils to attend over the Easter holidays. Details of these, 
along with how to sign up will be released early in Spring 2. 
 

Helping your child through their exams (Thursday 26th April, 6pm-7pm) 
This will be a chance for you to get some practical tips in living with teenagers through their exams and helping them 
cope with the stress and pressures that can sometimes come with that (for them and you!) There will also be the 
opportunity for you on the evening to ask questions and arrange to speak to someone about any concerns you might 
have for your child in the upcoming exam series. Please book a space on this event by visiting https://goo.gl/iLfjvY 

 

May Half Term Revision Sessions (Tuesday 29th May - Friday 1st June) 
As with the Easter holidays, some of our subjects will be providing (voluntary) revision sessions for pupils to attend over 
the May half term. Details of these, along with how to sign up will be released shortly after the Easter holidays. 
 

Understanding GCSE results and next steps (Wednesday 11th July, 6pm-7pm) 
This session will primarily be focussed on helping you understand what your child’s GCSE results mean for them when 
they open them in August. What do all the grades, codes and numbers mean? What will they need to re-sit? What do 
you do if their results are better than expected? What do you do if they have not done as well as they expected? What 
are your options and who should you speak to? We will answer these questions and any others you might have about 
your child’s results. Please book a space on this event by visiting https://goo.gl/MTdaUg 

 
Please do remember that we are here to support your child in doing their very best in their final exams - if you have any 
concern about your child or their progress then please do not hesitate to contact their Head of House. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank all parents and carers for their continued support and wish you a pleasant half term break. 
 
Best wishes 

 
D Jeapes 
Headteacher 

Have you subscribed to the Mayfield Messenger?  It is published 
every week and provides information about the school and 
important news for our community.  It is free to join and easy to 
unsubscribe from!  Just visit to sign up: 

www.mayfield.portsmouth.sch.uk 
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